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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL INDUSTRIES 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood-Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [9.07 am]: I wish to tell the 
house about some of the fine work underway here in the south west and great southern by officers of the 
Department of Agriculture and Food. Our officers are working hard to assist local industry, in particular our 
valuable and internationally recognised wine industry. The department works in partnership with industry and 
university researchers to support winegrowers by developing new products that appeal to consumers in high-
value markets such as the United Kingdom, the United States and Singapore. Western Australia produces 4.5 per 
cent of Australia’s wine and accounts for around 15 per cent of the nation’s wine value due to our strong 
presence in the premium wine market. 

Diana Fisher is one of the department’s viticulture development officers who is well known to the wine grape 
industry. Diana works daily to assist and promote Western Australian winegrowers. She is currently working on 
the premium wine grapes project, based at the Manjimup Horticultural Research Institute. The project has been 
very successful in encouraging the wine grape industry to adopt the latest research and development. Last month, 
in partnership with Curtin University of Technology, three seminars were presented in Margaret River, 
Manjimup and Mt Barker to update winegrowers on the work being undertaken by the department. Some other 
wine-growing regions in Western Australia have requested these information seminars, which is an indication of 
the success of last month’s seminar.  

Let me tell members more about Diana. She was brought up on a farm at Capel and graduated with a science 
degree in agriculture at the University of Western Australia. She worked in the wine and grape industry before 
joining the department. She has been editor of Wine Industry Newsletter since 2004—the department’s principal 
way of communicating advice and information to the wine industry. She is co-editor of Viticulture Spray Guide, 
first published in 2001 and since updated biannually to provide information to industry on pest and disease 
chemical control methods. 

Diana is also very involved in development work on the effect of smoke on wine grapes through the Vineyard 
Mapping Project and is part of the Smoke Effect Working Group, a partnership between the government and 
industry to coordinate research and development of better planning and predictive systems for grape production 
and burning. Diana’s work also benefits her local community in Manjimup. For instance, she is the coordinator 
of the Manjimup Horticulture Research Institute’s Adopt-a-Spot campaign, part of the Keep Australia Beautiful 
Council initiative.  

Diana is just one of the many talented and dedicated people at the Department of Agriculture and Food who are 
leaders in their fields and nationally and internationally recognised for their work. I hope to have the opportunity 
to tell the house about more of them as time goes on. 
 


